
Victoria

The second series of the hit ITV show 
Victoria, filmed predominantly at Leeds 
East Airport, began broadcasting on 
Sunday 27 August, shortly after filming 
was completed on the Christmas special 
at Church Fenton. The second series was 
commissioned following the success of 
the first series which produced average 
consolidated viewing figures of 7.7m. 
Fans of the show will be delighted to 
know that a Christmas special is due to 
be aired over the festive period.

There are over 170 cast and crew 
members employed to work on the 
series from production staff to actors, 
almost all of them are based at Church 
Fenton and stay locally when filming.

Community Newsletter September 2017

Leeds East Airport

Welcome to the latest edition of the community newsletter which provides you 
with an update on what’s been happening here at Leeds East Airport in 2017. 

Makin Enterprises has successfully continued to grow the different arms of Leeds 
East Airport; from a microbrewery, to film studios, to home for a variety of local 
small businesses.  

Runway at Leeds East Airport

Scene from Victoria

Victoria set tours

ITV are seeking approval to trial 
organised tours of the Victoria set for 
paying members of the public now 
that filming of Season 2 is complete. 
The trial is expected to run for around 
12 weeks from October and initially 
will only take place at weekends. The 
tours will be available for pre-booked 
tickets only for groups of up to 25 
people at any one time. Each tour will 
last approximately 90 minutes. 
  
If you are a local resident living in 
either the Church Fenton, Ulleskelf or 
Ryther parishes and you are interested 
in visiting the Victoria set tour during 
the trial period, you are being offered 
a discounted deal on selected dates. If 
you would like more information about 
this offer, please contact us on 
0800 089 0362 or email tamsyn.
strange@resolvepublicaffairs.co.uk to 
register your interest. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
In the first series of Victoria, 
Beverley Minster was used as 
the ‘double’ for Westminster 
Abbey when filming Victoria 
and Albert’s wedding

In order for the production to run 
smoothly the team needs a variety 
of skill sets from catering staff 
providing on-set meals to carpenters, 
electricians, drivers, artists, designers 
and historical researchers creating and 
building the detailed sets. The roles 
extend to costume designers, make-up 
artists and chaperones for the younger 
members of the cast.

When the team are not filming at their 
base in Church Fenton, they use other 
local venues to film scenes including 
Beverley Minster, Bramham Park, 
Harewood House, Grimston Park, Kirby 
Wharfe and Wentworth House.

We are proud that Church Fenton is 
the home of this global hit TV series.



If you have any queries about 
any activity at Leeds East 
Airport, or you would like to 
receive newsletters by email 
in future, please contact us on 
0800 089 0362 or email 
info@leedseastairport.co.uk

Aviation

Aviation continues to play a role 
at Church Fenton. In 2016 Makin 
Enterprises invested heavily in 
improving the aviation facilities. We 
have been granted an aerodrome 
licence by the Civil Aviation Authority. 
We are also progressing a Global 
Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) 
licence that would enable commercial 
flights to land safely when visibility is 
reduced at other locations. 

We are continuing to explore options 
for commercial flights at the Airport, 
but we will not now be going ahead 
with a limited charter flight operation 
this year.

Renault

Over the past two years, Leeds East 
Airport has become the principal North 
of England base for Renault and Nissan 
distribution. The cars and vans are 
stored here in Church Fenton before 
being sent off to car dealerships.

Renault have recently applied to 
amend a condition of their planning 
permission which would allow for an 
increase in the number of vehicles 
which can be stored here. However, 
this should mean little noticeable 
difference for local residents – the 
number of transporter movements 
will not be materially greater and once 
the vehicles have been delivered they 
will not be using any more space than 
already consented. 

Looking Forward

Options for other development
opportunities to unlock new 
investment, growth, infrastructure and 
local jobs at Leeds East Airport remain 
in active consideration.
 
We continue to make investment in 
our studio space facilities - some of 
you may have noticed that one of our 
hangar buildings is in the process of 
being re-clad and this will provide extra 
space for digital and media uses.
 
Following the success of Victoria,
there has been a significant interest
from other TV and film production
companies looking for studio space
in Yorkshire, and from businesses in
the creative industry sector interested
in the space we have available here.
We are excited about using space at
Leeds East Airport as a new home
for the creative industry.

We will keep you up to date about the
options we are exploring as plans
develop.
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